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AN EDITORIAL 


Christmas began with giving! Without the first 
gift. there would have.been no Christmas! a 

Giving is one of the most meaningful customs 
of the Christmas observance, but it is not of recent 
-origin. It began in Bethlehem. 

The first giver was God. The first gift was the 
most precious, and the most costly, the world ever 
has known. That gift was God’s own Son. AIlI oth- 
er customs, and activities and experiences of the 
Christmas season are meaningless without this. 
Consider this gift carefully, and all others will 
fade into insignificance. Learn the truth of this 
gift, and Christmas becomes glorious indeed. 

What does this first Christmas gift really 
mean? What was God giving to the world at Beth- 
lehem? 

It was a gift of love, the almight God of this 
— expressing his attitude toward His crea- 
ion, 

It was a gift of grace, God’s immeasureable 
mercy reaching out to all mankind. 

It was a gift of salvation, bringing redemption 
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and déliverance to a sin-cursed race. | {) 

It was-acgift..of idi AShuiting 
for even the ‘‘chief of sinners.” 

It was a gift of hope, offering assurance of 
God’s presence with His people, and of their 
eternal triumph jin Him. 

It was a gift of life, providing God's eternal 
nature for dying man. 

« It was a gift of joy, flooding God's fullness 
into human hearts as they. receive His Son as their 
own Saviour. 

It was a gift of peace, sought continually by 
the world, but found only in human hearts when 
they open to let Christ come in. } 

It was the gift everlasting, for Christ comes .< 
in to make men His own, in this world and for all 
ages to come. : 

It is'the first, the greatest of all gifts, the gift 
of the ages. 

It is the one gift most needed by. the world of 
today. : 
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‘MC. President Resigns 


Dr. R. A. McLemore, president of Mississippi Col- 
lege for the past ten vears, has resigned, effective Aug- 


ust 31, 1967. 


Dr. McLemore announced his early retirement fol- 


lowing a meeting of the board of trustees of 


held at the school on Thurs- 
day of last week. 

No reason was given for the 
early retirement, but his res- 
ignation was presented to the 
beard following the refusal of 
the trustees to accept a pro- 
posal that would have allowed 
students to participate in fed- 
eral aid programs. 

The board unanimously re- 
quested Dr. McLemore to re- 
consider his resignation, but, 
according to B. ©. Rogers of 
Morton, president of the 
board, the president has not 
indicated that he will recon- 
sider. 


The school faculty, later in 
the day, met and voted to ask 
the trustees not to accept Dr. 
McLemore’s resignation, and 
also to reconsider the action 
taken in refusing to approve 
the proposal to allow students 
to accept federal aid. 


Seminary Choirs 


Will Perform On 
ABC Network 


LOUISVILLE, Ky. ~— Two 
choirs of the Southern Bap- 
tist Theological Seminary will 
present a half-hour program 
of Christmas music on the 
American Broadcasting Com- 
pany radio network Christ- 
mas Day, December 25. 

The program will begin at 
5:30 p.m. EST, 4:30 CST, 
3:30 p.m. MST, and 2:30 p.m. 
PST. Network officials noted 
that local broadcast times 
may vary and that listeners 
should check with their ABC 


_ affiliate to be sure. 


ful for the opportunity of rep- 
resenting eleven million 
Southern Baptists on this na- 
tionwide broadcast,” said 
Dean Forrest H. Heeren of 
the school of church music. 

Featured will be selections 
by the Seminary Choir, di- 
rected by Dr. Jay W. Wilkey, 
and the Maie Chorale, direct- 
ed by Dr. John N. Sims. Both 
groups are composed of stu- 
dents from the seminary’s 


’ three schools. 
te. 


the college, 

Dr. McLemore’s mandatory 
retirement date would have 
been June 6%1968 when he will 
be 56, but his announced’ re- 
tirement on August 31, 1967 
will come about nine months 
earlier, 

In other actions the board 
of trustees designated $100,000 
from the college’s operating 
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funds to be added to the stu- 
dent loan fund. 

This was done after the 
board rejected a proposal by 
the president that more than 
that amount be used for re- 
novation, redecoration and re- 
pair for some of the buildings. 

“The board felt that it is 
more important at this time 
to meet student loan needs, 
than it is to renovate build- 
ings’ said Mr. Rogers. 

Mr. Rogers added that ap- 


(Continued on Page 2) 


Hong Kong Location 
For Wallace Movie 


SAN FRANCISCO—Dec. 12 
—Today at 4:00 P.M. the SS 
Golden Bear pulled out of the 
Pier 29 past the Golden Gate 
Bridge bound for Hong Kong 
—the same route by which 
Dr. Bill Wallace took in 1935 
to China where he served as 
a medical missionary for 
Southern Baptists. 

In Feb. 1951 he died in a 
communist prison cell as a 
result of his effective life for 
Christ among the Chinese 
people. 

It has taken 16 years for 
the world to hear this story, 
but today the SS Golden Bear 
carries on board Producer 
Gregory Walcott and the first 
unit of crew and equipment 
that will film the thrilling 
events in the life of this hum- 
ble servant of God. Produc- 
tion begins Jan, 2nd. 

Douglas Green, production 
designer for nine years at 
Universal Studios has taken 


a leave of absence and will 
serve in the capacity as co- 
producer. He will also direct 
his own screenplay adapted 
from the biography by Jesse 
C. Fletcher. 

Green comes from a motion 
picture family. His father, Jo- 
seph Green, directed Jolson 
Story among many fine mov- 
jes. Douglas has directed a 
number of important 2nd 
Unit assignments for Univer- 
sal — the latest is Strickly 
Modern Millie with Julie An- 
drews. 

Walcott hopes to have the 
Wallace-film ready for theat- 
rical release in for worid-wide 
distribution in the early sum- 
mer, In hig own words he re- 
quests, ‘‘I am asking Baptists 
everywhere to lift us up be- 
fore the Lord in prayer, We 
want God to lead in each de- 
cision so that Christ will truly 
be glorified in the wonderful 
life of Dr. Bill Wallace’, 


BWA HEAD SENDS. 


The president of the Baptist and the achievement that 


World Alliance, W. R. Tol- 
bert, sends the annual Christ- 
mas message gfthe Alliance 
as follows: 
Monrovia, Liberia 
December 1966 
GREETINGS: 

Another year is ending. The 
excitement, the tension, the 
disappointment, the sorrow, 
and yes the joy, the success, 
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came with it leave mankind 
confronted with a great chal- 
lenge. 

Notwithstanding the old 
year's immense scientific dis- 
coveries in outer space and 
great material advancements 
on our earth, man still seeks 
true happiness, security and 
peace. 

Upon the immaculate birth 
of the Prince of Peace in 
Bethlehem's lowly manger, 
when the WORD which was 
GOD condescended to become 
flesh to dwell among men 
made his advent in a world of 
sin 1,966 years ago, the An- 
gelic Choir joyously chanted 
“Peace on earth and good-will 


_ SBC Estimates Show Increases, Decreases 


NASHVILLE (BP)—Prelim- 
inary estimates of 1966 South- 
ern Baptist Convention statis- 
tics show small increases in 
the number of churches and 

— a large increase in 
usic ministry enrollment, 
and decreases in baptisms 
and enrollments in other 
church p ro gram organiza- 
tions. 

The estimated _ statistics 
were computed by the re- 
search and statistics depart- 
ment of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board here, and out- 
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lined by the department’s sec- 
retary, Martin Bradley, to a 
meeting of state Baptist de- 
nominational workers here. 

Bradley said the estimates 
are based on a sampling of 
Statistics submitted by 53 
Baptist associations which 


were found last year to re- 


flect accurately the final 
totals which are available 
each February. 

From the sampling of 53 as- 
sociations in 13 state conven- 
tions, the predicted changes 
were given in the percentage 


HONOLULU PROGRAM 


HONOLULU, Hawaii (BP) 
A former Japanese pilot 
who led the attack on Pearl 
Harbor stood on the platform 
here with Evangelist Billy 


his conversion as a result of 
reading the scriptures, and 
that he believes God spared 
his life so he might now be 


able. ‘‘to witness to the Lord's. 


grace and forgiveness."’ 
At ieast six times during 
combat, he faced almost cer- 


of increase and decrease over 
last year’s statistics. 
Percentage increases were 
reported in the number of 
churches, up .6 per cent; 
church membership, 1.4 per 
cent; and music ministry en- 
rollment, up 12.5 per cent. 
Percentage decreases were 
baptisms, 4.2 per cent; Sun- 
day School enrollment, .4 per 
cent; Training Union enroll- 
ment, 1.8 per cent; Woman's 
Missionary Union enrollment, 
-4 per cent; Brotherhood and 
Royal Ambassador enroll; 
ment, 5.6: per cent. 4] 
In making the presentation, 
Bradley stated that a com- 
parison of 15 metropolitan as- 
sociations was made with the 
53 associations that seem to 
be representative of the en- 
tre sx =e 


creases in baptisms, Training 
Union, WMU and Brotherhood 
enroliments. 

Contrary to the 53 associa- 
tion prediction sample, a very 


pected to be already in a 
higher stage of development, 
was significantly less than 
that for the 53 associations, 
Bradley said. 

Included in the 15 metro- 
politan associations were: 
Montgomery, Ala.; Phoenix, 
Ariz.; Denver, Colo.;. Pensa- 
cola, Fla.; Carbondale and 
East St. Louis, 10.; Owens- 


CONVENTION BOARD 
Extend to All of Our Readers 


Best Wishes for a 


Merry Christmas 


and 


to men.” 

The Christian world again 
hails this blessed Yuletide 
fraught with all the hope it 
offers and the promises it as- 
sures to a restless, perplexed, 
uncertain age. 

The chasm in human rela- 
tion needs to be spanned. Hu- 
man miseries occasioned by 
poverty, ignorance and dis- 
ease need to he eradicated. 


: Prejudices; hate and injus- 
tines vod ee gre Y tices to be ended, Wars 
Wil; eueae, Happy New Year need to eadee. hie ani ie 
Mo.; Asheville, N.C.; in-, ie be cae ee ae 
nati, Ohio; Nashville, and. i bond Pye ay: Hew Ber 4 
Amarillo and _ Galveston, 
Tex. (Continued on Page 2) 


CHRISTMAS MUSING ON MISSIONS— 


(EDITOR'S NOTE: This: is a Christmas message, re- 
ceived two years ago, but it is far more than a Christmas 
message. it is a great missionary heart-cry, so important 
that we cannot refrain from publishing it now. We receive 
‘many missionary letters and cannot publish them all, but 
sometimes one comes that must go on to our readers.) 


By Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Morris 


Southern Baptist Missionaries, Bangkok, Thailand 
“I anya Voice crying aloud in the wilderness—make 
the Lord's highway Straight.” - : 


Today (Dec. 5) is the king’s birthday! The city of 
Bangkok is ablaze with brilliant colored lights and 
splendid decorations. Illuminated 


‘The Birthday Of The King~ 


on this birthday of a king. At dusk traffic becomes 
congested as people drive through the streets to see 
the decorations. There is a three-day government holi- 
day and everyone is in a festive spirit. 

A typical American Christmas? Look again at the 
date. It is not Christmas but the celebration of 
birthday of the king of Thailand, born on December 5, 
2470. The current year, 2507, is the date of the Buddhist 
era—more commonly used in Thailand than the 1964 


of the Christian era, What Dade coke the gow 
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His 

? good. 
will and peace. 

“Going forth,” let us lose 

ourselves in the true discov- 

ery of others far and near so 
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Colorado Sets 


‘New Date To 


Start Convention 
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Launched In SBC 


NASHVILLE (BP) — South- 


The new plan, designated 
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strategy is needed for in- 
creasing the number of 
trained workers.” 
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—Phillips Brooks 
is built over a grotte believed to be the site where 


The Nativity Scene 

One of the most revered 
Christmas customs is the re- 
enactment of Christ's birth 
with a creche or Nativity 
Scene. This custom was pop- 
ularized in the 13th century 
by St. Francis of Assisi. At 
a time when few books were 
available, and most people 
couldn't, read anyway, St. 
Francis dramatized the Na- 
tivity in 1224, to help the peo- 
ple of Greccio, Italy, under- 
stand the meaning of Christ- 
mas. Villagers took the parts 
of Mary, Joseph, and shep- 
herds. Live animals were 
used, and a life - sized wax 
figure of the Christ Child was 
placed in the manger. 


GERT BEHANNA, EX-ALCOHOLIC 
SPEAKS TO YOUNG. SEMINARIANS 


LOUISVILLE, Ky. — She's 
73 years old, was the only 
daughter of a Wall Stréet mil- 
lionaire, grew up in New 
York’s Waldorf-Astoria, was 
divorced three times, became 
a hopeless alcoholic and at- 
tempted suicide .She calls it a 
“trip to Skid Row on silk 
sheets.” 

Now Gertrude Behanna 
tours the country speaking 
about the dramatic change in 
her life since she became a 
Christian almost twenty years 
ago. 
In a recent visit to South- 
ern Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary here, the vigorous, 
sharp - tongued convert told 
2,500 listeners to quit trying 
to witness for Christ with 
“stained-glass voices’ or high 
powered sales gimmicks. 

“T’ve met quite a few Fuller 
Brush men with their collars 
turned the wrong way,” she 


barked at the audience of fu- ~ 


ture ministers. 

Some of Gert’s biting com- 
mentary on American Chris- 
tianity: 

“If you want help at 3 
o’clock in the morning, don’t 
call a Christian—call a mem- 
ber of Alcoholics Anony- 

“If this is a Christian na- 
tion, where were all the Chris- 
tians? For 53 years nobody ev- 
er came and told me there 
was a God.” 

“Hf you're going to sin, do 
enjoy it. There's nothing 
worse than a sniveling sin- 
ner!" 

Mrs. Behanna's oldest son 
was gradyated from an ex- 
clusive Ivy League school only 
to spend most of his life as 
a skid row bum. Her other 
son finished the Yale Divinity 
School and was present when 
Gert was honored as the first 
woman ever to speak in the 


Yale Chapel. \ 
Often tagged ‘‘the Auntie 
Mame of the Holy Spirit,” 
Mrs. Behanna told her audi- 
ence that her childhood was 
spent in a home where God 
was only a swear-word. 

When her parents—a high- 
powered financier and a beau- 
tiful one-time debutante — di- 
vorced, Gert was shuttled off 
for ten years of schooling in 
Europe. Her father want- 
ed her to stay ‘single and be- 
come a career politician or 
scientist, but when Gert be- 
gan attending a New England 
woman's college she met 
some suitors who changed 
her plans. 

“I wanted to get away from 
my father,’’ she said, so when 
a boy asked her to marry 
him on their first date she 
said “when?” instead of 
“yes."" Then began the ritual 
of pep-pills for breakfast, liq- 
uor for lunch and dinner and 
sleeping pills for nightcap, 
three divorces and a last des- 
perate attempt at suicide, 
which failed. 

“Now I’m against suicide,” 
she said, “but if you really 
want to go, I hope you do, 
because it's very embar- 
rassing to wake up in a hos- 
pital.” 

At the age of 53, Gert was 
confronted with her need by, 
two wealthy friends in Cora 
necticut ‘‘who had nothing to 
gain from getting to know.me 
—they had as much money. as 
I had.” 

After becoming a Christian, 


she gave away her fortune to- 


church and charitable organ- 
izations and for the past 20 
years has traveled as a lec- 
turer, living between trips in 
rooms provided by a motel 
owner in Texas. She has no 
money for a wardrobe, and 
her clothes are given to her 


by friends. She doesn't regret 
giving away the money, ‘‘but 

~sometimes I wish I had taken 
just a little back from God 
for inflation!” 

Gert has appeared on na- 
tionwide television programs 
such as ‘The Mike Douglas 
Show,” Art ' Linkletter’s 
“House Party,” and “To- 
night." Her autobiography, 
“The Late Liz," written un- 
der the pen name of Eliza- 
beth Burns, has sold more 
than one million copies; and 
three long-playing phonograph 
albums have made her story 
available to many more per- 
sons. \ 

A warm, humorous. speak- 
er, Gert uses a great deal of 
showmanship to get across 
her deep religious convictions, 
shaking her finger and fist, 
even at preachers. As she told 
students at Southern Semi- 
nary: 

“Go to it, fellows—find a 
person's level of understand- 
ing, meet him where he is, 
and stick with it. Show him 
with your life that God is 
alive.” 


“The Cooperative Program 
is the greatest step forward 
in kingdom finance Southern 
Baptists have ever taken. It 
was slow and gradual in its 
formation. It arose out of the 


“desires and efforts of pastors». 


and* churches to find a plan 
whereby all worthy denomina- 
tional causes might be cared 
for fully and fairly without 
conflicting with the necessary 
progress and work in the 
churches themselves. It is be- 
lieved to be sane, scriptural, 
comprehensive, unifying; 
equitable, economical 
and thoroughly workable.”— 
A report from the Executive 
Committee of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, 1939. 


President McLemore Resigns 


(Continued from page 1) 
proximately $144,000 had been 
placed in a special student 
loan fund donated by friends 
of the @illege in recent 
months afd has been loaned 
to students. The additional 
$100,000 will be used for. 


is guaranteed by the program. 
The college pays 10% of the 
amount received from the 


student back into the fund in — 


order to participate. 317 stu- 
dents at the college have par- 


@ class D r@ting as outlined 
by the Amefican Association 
of University Professors, to a 
class C rating. This new rat- 
ing will place the Mississippi 
College faculty 


ii 


pl 


Also lost are funds available 
through national foundations, 
which will not consider appli- 
cations from, colleges which 
have not agreed on,the com- 
pliance pledge. ‘ 

Only one Mississippi Bap- 
tist institution, William Carey 
College of Hattiesburg, has 
signed the compliance agree- 


These sums do not include 
the student funds under G.I. 
and War Orphan programs. 

Mr. Rogers stated that as 
long as Mississippi Baptists in 
convention vote against ac- 
cepting federal money, he 
feels that the trustees will 
continue to refuse to sign the 
compliance agreement. He 


HAILING THE NEW-BORN KING—(RNS Photo) 
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acceptance of federal funds 
by Mississippi Baptist institu- 
tions: 


“We reaffirm our belief in 


matters. 

One board of trustees has 
interpreted the directive one 
way, and another has inter- 
preted it in a different way. 

Faculty 

Following his resignation 
Dr. McLemore appeared be- 
fore the regular December 
meeting of the faculty, and 
announced his resignation. 
The group unanimously voted 
its support of him, and passed 
the motion which was sent to 
the trustees. 

In a Friday morning chapel 
service, the college president 
announced his plans to the 
student body. 

Reading his prepared re- 
marks, Dr. McLemore told 
the students that although the 
Board had again rejected the 
possibility of allowing stu- 
dents to receive financial as- 
sistance through several Fed- 
eral programs, they did de- 
cide to provide at least $100,- 
000 in additional funds to meet 
the needs of students. 

The popular president, re- 
ceived a standing ovation 
from the students who packed 
Nelson Auditorium after hear- 
ing he was to make a state- 
ment. 

The text of his statement 
follows: ‘‘Thank you for your 

. friendship, love ‘and support. 

I want to tell you something 
about the developments of the 
meeting of the Board of Trust- 


at least $100,000 in additional 
funds to 
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NEW MISSION 
ON GUAM 


The pastor, Southern Bap- 
tist Missionary Harry A. Go- 
ble, baptized three. persons 
from the mission—two teen- 
agers and a younger girl—in 
the Philippine Sea in mid-No- 
vember. He reports that dur- 
ing the mission's first six 
weeks high attendance was 66 
and weekly offerings aver- 
aged $150. 


McLemore . . . 


(Continued from page 2) 
ed me to reconsider the re- 
quest. I appreciate their con- 
fidence, but I do not feel it 
would be for the best interest 
of. Mississippi College for me 
to do.so. I shall help the Board 
in every way I can to find a 
Suitable successor. 

Future 

These developments have 
an important bearing on your 
future. Let me tell you what 
I think you should consider. 
First, think of my retirement. 
This would have had to come 
by June 6, 1968, so it is oc- 
curing only nine months 
ahead of the man date. 
I don't think se féw days 


will affect your welfare or’ 


that of the college. Second, 
the addition of $100,000 to the 
funds for student aid is a 
large increase over the sup- 
port that the college has had 
available this year. This will 
give the Student Financial 
Aids Committee the means to 
lend a helping hand to many 
students. 

I know you are mature peo- 
ple and you will look at these 
changes realistically. The fu- 
ture of Mississippi College is. 
largely in your hands. You 
must see that this cloud has 
a silver lining and tomorrow 
will be a brighter, more joy- 
ous day than today. 

Mrs. McLemore and I would 
like to wish you each a Merry 
Christmas and a happy and 
prosperous New Year.” ' 

Several of the faculty mem- 
bers expressed their appreci- 
ation for the work Dr. McLe- 
more has done in behalf of the 
college, faculty and students. 
One labeled his decade of 
service as “the most produc- 
tive in the history of the col- 
lege." 

The students expressed 
their appreciation for his ef- 
forts Friday by presenting 
him an engraved copy of John 
F. Kennedy's ‘Profile of 
Courage,” 

The inscription on the book 
read: “‘Presented to Dr. R. A. 
McLemore by the Mississippi 
College Student Body in Ap- 
preciation for His Courageous 
Service--Decémber 16, 1966. 

Dr. McLemore is an author 
of note himself, having 


authored by his wife and is - 


used in schools throughout the 
Prior to coming to Missis- 
sippi College in 1967, Dr. Mc- 
Lemore was dean of the col- 
lege and acting president at 


Mississippi College, 
Peabody College’ for Teach- 
ers and Vanderbilt University. 
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Christmas: 


By Leon McBeth 
Associate Professor of 
Church History 
Southwestern Seminary 

Christmas is under at- 
tack today among Protestants 
as it has not been since Puri- 
tans outlawed its observance 
both in England and America 
in the 17th century. Some re- 
sponsible churchmen have 
advocated dropping Christ- 
mas from the Christian cal- 
endar. 

One of the most frequently 
made charges against Christ- 
mas is that it is ‘‘pagan,”’ or 
that it arose from - pagan 
sources. This charge cannot 
be allowed to stand unchal- 
lenged. 

Not Pagan 

Christmas is not pagan, nor 
“did it arise from pagan 
sources, The Christmas fes- 
tival originated in the early 
fourth century from an inter- 
nal theological need to em- 
phasize the physical birth of 
Christ as the focal point of 
divine incarnation. It is true 
that certain of our Christmas 
customs, and even the Dec. 
25 dating, are of pre-Chris- 
tian origin. But one must dis- 
tinguish between our Christ- 
mas customs, which are from 
many sources, and the basic 
essence of Christmas, which 
is distinctly Christian. 

A brief sketch of the history 
of Christmas would heip us 
understand it better. Appar- 
ently Christmas was not ob- 
served in the first three cen- 
turies after Christ. There is 
no hint of such a celebration 
either in the New Testament 
or the authentic literature of 
the early church. 

No Birthdays 

The Jewish people observed 
death anniversaries but never 
birthdays. Origen, a Christian 
teacher in the third century, 
commented that only wicked 
people in the Bible, like Pha- 
raoh or Herod, observed birth- 
days and that no righteous 
person would do this. 

The early Christians com- 
memorated the death anni- 
versaries of their leaders, es- 
pecially martyrs. From the 
first century the annual com- 
memoration of Christ's death 
and resurrection, which we 
know as Easter, was ob- 
served by his followers. But 
not until the fourth century 
was there an annual commem- 
oration of his birth. 

Christmas apparently origi- 
nated in the Eastérn Church 
among Christian groups 
known as ‘“adoptionists.”’ 
These adoptionists believed 
Christ's baptism was the 
point at which Christ became 
divine i.e. was “‘adopted” as 
the Son of God. 


; First On Jan. 6 

The first Christmas was in- 
tended to commemorate, the 
Christ-event but placed that 
event at Christ’s baptism. 
This annual observance of 
Christ’s baptism was placed 


"ADORATION 0} 


They aiso changed the date 
from Jan. 6 to Dec. 25. These 
change$ took place proba y 
between 336 AD. and 7s 


A.D., and ™ -- primarily 


from church leader? at Rome. 
There were at least two im- 


= 


F THE MAGI-—(RNS Photo) 


birthday of the unconquera- 
ble sun. 
Problems For Christians 
This festival was held in 
honor of the birth {or re- 
birth) of the sun god, and 
was set at the season when 


“What means this glory round our feet,” the Magi mused, “more bright than morn!” And 
voices chanted clear and sweet, “Today\ the Prince of Peace is born.”"—James Russell Lowell. 
oe 


on Jan. 6. 

Interestingly, the earliest 
known Christmas had nothing 
to do either with the birth of 
Christ or with Dec. 25. The 
adoptionists did not attach 
any particular importance to 
the physical birth of Christ, 
but placed high value on his 
baptism, which they called 
“epiphany,”’ meaning ‘‘to ap- 
pear.” =e ect 

In their theology, it was the 
time when God appeared. In 
a different form this empha- 
sis has been retained in our 
modern Epiphany on Jan. 6, 
and in our traditional twelve 
days. of Christmas which end 
on that day. e 


Spread ‘to Western Church 

This annual observance of 
the Christ-event rapidly spread 
to the Western Church, where 
it underwent two very signifi- 
cant changes. 

The mor orthodox western 
Christians changed the mean- 
ing to emphasize not Christ’s 
baptism but his birth, which 


‘ they regarded as the true in- 
: carnation. 


portant reasons for these 
changes. The first was theo- 
logical. Western Christians 
emphatically rejected adop- 
tionist views, and held firm- 
ly to the biblical truth that 
Christ’s physicai birth 
marked the incarnation. 
New Date Needed 

They had tried to empha- 
size this theology in connec- 
tion with the Jan. 6 observ- 
ance, but found that date in- 
delibly connected with heresy. 
Since the image of Jan. 6 
could not be changed, they 
felt a serious need to observe 
the orthodox Christmas on a 
different date. 

To continue with the Jan. 6 


A second reason for change 
was practical. From remote 
antiquity there had been in 
western Europe a mid-winter 
festival called Brumalia and 
observed on Dec. 25. It was 
connected with sun - worship, 
and Dec. 25 was sometimes 
called natalis invicti solis— 


Pastors Need Study Leave 


ATLANTA (RNS)—Want to 
hear better sermons on Sun- 
day ? Then give 
your pastor a study leave. 

This is the advice of Dr. 


Georgia Southern Baptist 
Convention, Dr. McCall ad- 
vised: “If you want keener 


insight into the intricate wor- 


ries that vex us modern men, 
arrange for your pastor to 
have time to delve deeply in- 
to the vast material resulting 
from the efforts of insightful 
men to apply the Christian 
revelation to our times.” 

The four-month study leave 
which he. spent in New York 
City “was no vacation from 
work,”’ the seminary presi- 
dent stressed, but added that 
he @returned to his tasks 
“more rested than from any 
vacation I ever had. . .”’ 

Based on his own. experi- 


ence, Dr. McCall suggested 
several rules to make a cler- 
g@yman’s study leave more 
valuable. 

It should be a minimum of 
six weeks to two months of 
uninterrupted study “spent in 
the dormitory on a university 
or-seminary campus during 
the Summer.” 

A pastor should not plan to 
preach oftener than one Sun- 
day in four during the leave. 
“He may shorten his-own ser- 


‘ mons after he listens to the 
‘rambling way some of us 


preach.’ 
If the pastor’s wife accom- 
panies her husband, she 
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short winter days begin to 
lengthen. There were candles 
and bonfires to aid the sun 
god's recovery, Other fea- 
tures included feasting, deco- 
rations, and exchange of gifts. 

In the dark winters of 
Northern Europe such mid- 
winter gaiety and rejoicing 
seems almost a psychological 
necessity, and was of course 
immensely popular. 

Serious problems arose; 
however, when Chrisians par- 
ticipated in the Brumalia fes- 
tival. For their reverted, if 
only for a few days, to pagan 
customs and associations. 

In the late second century 
the strict Christian teacher, 
Tertullian, had simply forbid- 
den Christians to participate. 
He considered it entirely too 
dangerous for worshippers of 
the Son to revert even brief- 
ly to customs associated with 
worship of the sun. But the 
popularity of the festival and 
its social and cultural ties 
were too strong, and Chris- 
tians did participate. 

Church Took Over Festival 

Then came one of the bold- 
est and most courageous ef- 
forts of the early church. The 
church took over this mid-. 
winter festival and Christian- 
ized- it! This effort was in 
keeping with the goal of the 


Christian. Or Pagan 


er than Jan. 6. Many features 
of the Brumalia were easily 
adapted to Christianity — the 
idea of a divine birth, light, 
rejoicing, and even exchang- 
ing of gifts. 

Obviously the effort to re- 
deem the Dec. 25 festival was 
never completely successful. 

The Christmas sermons of 
Augustine of Africa and Leo 
of Rome, both in the fifth cen- 
tury, show that constant ef- 
forts were ne: to lead the 
people to-worship the Son 
rather than the sun on Dec. 
25. Many of the customs of 
the Brumalia continued but 
they were given a. Christian 
interpretation. ‘ 

Date Unimportant 

At first there was no claim 
that Dec. 25 was the actual 
birthday of Christ, just as 
there had been no claim that 
Jan, 6 was actually the date 
of his baptism. 

Neither the New Testament 
nor early Christian literature 
give any evidence whatever 
concerning what time of the 
‘year Christ was born, and the 
early church accepted its ig- 
norance at this point. 

However, in conflicts be- 
tween partisans of the two 
dates for Christmas, the argu- 
ment developed that Dec. 25 
was the proper date because 
it was the actual day of 
Christ’s birth. 

Christmas, properly under- 
stood, has nothing to do with 
a date. It commemorates a 


--fact. The -exact date of the 


birth of Christ is relatively 


' unimportant, but the historic 


fact of his birth is vital. 
Motivation Theological 

The primary motivation for 
Christmas was theological. 
Barly Christians feit a need to 
express their convictions 
about the incarnation. In a 
world where most people ac- 
cepted the deity of Christ, but 
many either denied or ig- 
nored his humanity, orthodox 
Christians felt a need to as- 
sert their faith in Christ's 
manhood as well 
hood. 


with an emphasis on the re- 
ality of his physical birth? 
The impulse to celebrate 
Christ’s birth did not come 
from outside, but was a con- 
sequence of theological reflec- 
tion on the fact of redemp- 
tion. 

The fact. that Christmas 
came to be set on Dec. 25, the 
date of ane arlier festival, 
and that several customs of 
the earlier festival have sur- 
vived, are purely inciden- 
tal and secondary. The es- 
sence of Christmas is Chris- 
tian. 

At least twice before Chris- 
tian leaders have tried either 
to destroy this mid-winter fes- 
tival or to prohibit Christian 
participation. 


Tertullian is representative 


as his God- 
How better do this than ' 


C. O. Estes, mission pastor of 
First, Canton, was called as 


mission support of First 
Church which was begun un- 
der the ministry of Dr. John 
W. Landrum in 1947. William 
H. Sellers, Minister of Music 
and Youth of First, Canton, 
led the singing in the service 
= presented the special mu- 
ie. 

Rev. J. L. Taylor, pastor of — 
First, Canton, presided and 
preached the sermon. Others 
appearing on the program in- 
cluded Rev. C, O. Estes, Dr. 
C. Z, Holland, former pastor 
of First, Canton, and Rev. 
Dewey Ward, former pastor 
of Northside Mission. Rev. 


ter Terrace Church, Canton, 
made the motion to constitute 
the Northside Mission into the 
Calvary Church. 

In January, Calvary Church 
will move into a new build- 
ing provided by First, Can- 
ton. 


The officers of Calvary 
Church include A. A. Spring- 
er, Sunday school superin- 
tendent; Matthew Dun, Train- 
ing Union director; Mrs. Glo- 
ria Anderson, church clerk; 
and A. A. Springer, treasurer. 


land and colonial America. 
There is some reason to be- 
lieve our Puritan forefathers 
rather deliberately planned a 
purer mid-winter harvest fes- 
tival, which we know as 
Thanksgiving, as a substitute 
for the more “popish’’ Christ- 
mas. 

If this thesis is correct, it 
is rather ironic that both fes- 
tivals have survived and he- 


practical advantage and the 
church would forfeit this only 
to its great hurt, ‘ 

At Christmas the minds of — 
millions are tured, if only 
briefly and imperfectly, to a 
focal point of the Christian re- 


gin. But this does not mean 
they. are necessarily anti-. 
Christian. Let us not confuse 
Christmas with the tinsel 
which surrounds its observ- 


A Hammer And A Horse 


By Roy B, Wyatt, Jr. 
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JORDANIANS: 


Che Baptist Rerord 


Largest Circulation of Any Newspaper 
Of Any Kind In Mississippi 


JOE T. ODLE, Editor 


Carroll Gartin 


Lt. Governor Carroll Gartin ‘is dead.. The whole 
state of Mississippi is shocked and bereaved because 
of the sudden death of 4his much loved public servant. 


. Carroll Gartin was an outstanding example of how 

a Christian can serve in the political realm. As mayor 
for two terms of his home city, Laurel, and as Lieu- 
tenant Governor for three terms, he served the public 
with dedication and integrity. At the same time he 
built a Christian home, and was a devoted, active 
member of his church. 


Mr. Gartin’s pastor states that no matter how far 
his responsibilities took him through the week, or how 
many were the demands for his time, even on Satur- 
day night, he and his family were regularly in their 
places in their church on Sunday morning. 


He had served his church as a deacon, as a Sun- 
day school teacher, as a committee worker, as a Broth- 
erhood member and leader, and as an active member 
wherever he was needed. He had found time to serve 


. the denomination as a trustee, as a committee mem- 


ber, and as a speaker on various occasions. Often he 
was called upon to speak in churches over the state. 


At the same time he carried this Christian charac- 
ter into his public responsibilities, and won the admi- 
ration and confidence of people far and wide.) There 
are multitudes of men and women whose Ctirstian 
character is an integral part of their daily lives, but 
not many of them have the opportunity to ca that 
Christian living into high public office. Carroll Gartin 
did just that. 


Baptists of Mississippi join other ple of the state 
in mourning his passing, and extending to his family 
our deepest sympathy and the assurance of our pray- 
ers for God's presence and strength in this hour. 


Pete A Mestings 
“Christmas Is 


For Receiving” 

It is sometimes, said that 
the virgin Mary gave our 
Saviour to the world. But in 
reality, she received him. She 
was not expecting a child— 
she was not even married. All 
her thoughts were .wrapped 
up in her approaching wed- 
ding to Joseph, to whom she 
was engaged. Children would 
come later. But now her 


ception, the revelation was 
that she should give birth to 
ason, whom she was to name 


and surprise. ‘‘How shall this 
be?" she pled. She foresaw 
the embarrassment, the un- 
answered questions, the atti- 
tude of her fiancee. Then fol- 
lowing a complete explanation 
by the Angel, she said sim- 
ply, ‘Behold the handmaid of 
the Lord: be it unto me ac- 
cording to thy word.” 

She was saying, “I ac- 
cept the gift, although it is 
hard for me to understand. I 
am willing to be God’s hand- 


We'll Still Keep Christmas 


Some of the “God is Dead’’ theologians, are pro- 
posing that Christians should nof observe Christmas. 
At least one of them is quoted as saying that-he does 
not believe that there should be Christmas services 
in the churches. Another decries the sending of greet- 
ing cards, or the observance of this joyous season in 
the manner that the Christian world celebrates it. 


Other liberal theologians are saying that the story 
of Bethlehem is a ‘myth’, developed by the early 
church, to convey the idea of the availability of God’s 
grace to men. They say that the ‘‘virgin birth” is not 
a fact, even as.they deny ‘all other miraculous things 
in the Bible. ~ *- 


If we believed what these men believe, we would 
not observe Christmas. Moreover, we would be honest 
enough to cease all claim at being Christian, and join 
with the atheists and other unbelievers who scoff at it 
all. ‘ 


However, we-do believe the Bible record. We do 
believe in the miracles of Bethlehem and all of the 
other miracles of the Word of God. We do believe that 
God came to earth at Bethleham, taking upon Him- 
self human form, to walk among men, and to provide 


Christ was conceived of the Holy Spirit, and that He did 


rest our Christian hope upon it. 


And because we believe, we shall observe this 
Christmas, and every Christmas while we live, as 
Christians long have observed it. 


given the wrong meaning to Christmas, and are making ~ 


rience. We are fully conscious that this Christmas sea- 
son will be marred by drinking, and wild parties, and 
carnage on the highways. We know that much of the 
giving and receiving will be in selfishness. Despite all 
of this however, there is so much that is glorious and 
wonderful about Christmas, that we shall not allow 
its misuse by others to spoil its meaning for us. 


We shall continue to be blessed by the joy in chil- 
dren’s faces, the love of the family gatherings, the 
cherished memories that the cards bring across the 
miles, the happiness of groups of friends observing the 
Season together, the beauty of the trees, the lights 
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. STUDENT NIGHT AT CHRISTMAS 


BAPTIZED 


“Thank the Lord that they 
next 


built the Baptist church 

to my house,” testified a A NEW SONG IN THE 
woman of Jerash, Jordan, on SOUTH by Lewis F. Brab- 
the day of her baptism. She ham, with introduction by 
and her eldest daughter asked Billy Graham (Zondervan, 155 
to be baptized in spite of pp., paperback, $1.95) 
threats of violence from rela- This is the story of the 
tives. Greenville, So ut h Carolina, 
Two other Baptist churches Billy Graham Crusade, the 
in Jordan have also held bap- only such crusade in America 
tismal services recently. A during 1966. The Sunday edi- 
teacher the Baptist tor of The Greenville News 
Girts* has written here a behind-the- 
nurse from scenes look at what goes into 


a Billy Graham Crusade, what 


until 1961. He now makes his 
home in Stockholm, Sweden, 
where he works in a Slavic 


of God to pray. Then, in five 
years, 48 converts became 10,- 
000 converts, as dedicated na- 
tional leaders guided the 
church in its phenomenal 
growth, During those same 
five years, the land was oc- 


book to the source of his 
strength during his years in 
prison—a personal faith in 
Christ, which never left him. 


terior Mission, and former ae CHRISTIAN FUNER- 
missionary to Ethiopia, tells 
the exciting story. $3.95 


¥ fees 
——— 
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and the other decorations, the glory of the Christmas 
music, and the spiritual enrichment of the services in 


_ the churches. - 


Above all, we shall seek to keep the Lord Jesus 
Christ at the very center of it all in our own heart. 


We shall not forget the scene in Bethlehem’s man- 


ger. 


With Mary we Shall strive to give Him our loving 


devotion. 


With the shepherds we shall seek to give him adora- 


tion 


With the angels we shall join in joyous proclama- 


tion. 


With the wise men we shall seek to bring dedica- 


tion. 


With the aged saints in the Temple we shall give 


exaltation. 


It is Christmas, and we shall observe it once more 


as we always do. 


No unbelief, misuse, or rejection by any man, can 
ever take its meaning from our own heart. 


No More Attendance Reports 


This is the last issue in which we will publish the 
atonement for men’s sins. We do believe that Jesus Sunday reports from'our churches. These have been 
; included for many years, but fewer and fewer churches 
not have a human father. We do not,understand all of have used them, until we have come to the conclu- 
the mysteries of the incarnation, but we believe it, and sion that they now are of little value, and are read by 


few poe: ‘ 

e are not alone in our thinking concerning this, 
for a check of the other Southern Baptist state papers, 
reveals that very few of them now carry such reports: 
‘ This does not mean that we have assumed the 
We recognize that many people of the world have attitude that attendance and numbers are not im- 
§ 4 n ; 3 portant. We certainly believe in numbers, and believe 
it a time of selfishness, and sin, and of tragic expe- that every church should reach every person possible. 
We simply have.come to feel that a weekly report in 
the Record has little to do with attendance. 

Finally, we are including a discussion of the new 
Life and Work lessons beginning with the new year, 
and since we shall be carrying both series of lessons, 
we need the space which has been used for the re- 


ports. 


We have decided to omit reports for the next 
three months. If we find, during that period that they 
are needed again, we shall give the matter further 
consideration. But for now, there will be no more re- 


‘ports. & 


Older Citizen © 


Dear Dr. Odle: 

The University of Mississip- 
pi will hold its third corfer- 
ence on “‘Guide to Communi- 
ty Action for the Older Citi- 
zen’’ on January 19 at the 
Sun 'N Sand Motel in Jack- 
son, Mississippi. This is one 


of a series ot, confergneces.be- 
ing held over the ste. Invi- 


tations are being sent to com- 
munity leaders in Hinds, Ran- 
kin and Madison counties to 
attend this conference. | 


The purpose of the confer- 
ence is to discuss the prob- 
lems of the older citizen and 
how the individual community 
might initiate action for its 
own citizens. 

Since the clergy and church 
related people are one of the 


main interest groups we feel . 


they will contribute to this 
program. If you will bring 
this conference to the atten- 
tion. of your people in this 
area, we will appreciate your 
support. 

R. D. Oesterling 

University Extension 

University of Mississippi 


Greatest Need: 
The Holy Spirit 


Dear Mr. Odle: \ 
Nearing Christmas I think 


spent, I think of The ‘Great 
Gift, The Holy Ghost, that 


Answer To Curbing Member Loss - 
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Jesus promised his people. 
Paul said ‘‘follow charity, 

and desire spiritual gifts."’ It 

is written, ‘‘with a spjritual 


gift will I speak; and yet they ~ 


will not hear me.”’ Is it possi- 
ble that there are a great 
number of teachers and 
church members that won't 
hear God speak to them? 

I go-to church and hear that 
we need this or that. Is not 
our greatest need the Holy 
Spirit’s gifts? 

. Cc. E. Bennett 
Lucedale, Miss. 


Another Coliseum 


(Publication Delayed) 
Editor: 

It was thrilling to be in the 
beautiful Coliseum there in 
Jackson last Thursday night 
as the 1966 State Convention 
closed. with the giant Youth 
Rally. I could not help but re- 
flect on what a great heritage 
has been handed down to us 
because of what some other 
Christians did in another Coli- 
seum in another land 1900 
years ago. 

N. E. Sumrall 
Columbus, Miss. 


A Brazilian w 0 m an, upon 
hearing the new missionary's 
attempt to pray in Portu- 
guese, said encouragingly: 
“Don't worry. The Lord un- 


NASHVILLE—When Ciiristmas becomés more than tinsel and toys and the’ deautitul story British Council Finds No Sure 
genera- 


_ of the Christ child is understood in terms of hope for a bleeding, broken world, a new 
* tien comes of age. College students have something to say. And they say it in a fresh and 
relevant way. Hear them in your church through Student Night at Christmas.—BSSB Photo 
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CHRISTIAN LIFE 


COMMISSION, SBC 

_, .An “abortion epidemic” 
now rips the United States, 
according to a Newsweek re- 
port (Nov. 14, 1966 issue). An 
estimated 1,000,000 ‘‘criminal”’ 
abortions are performed an- 
nually in the United States. I1- 
legal abortions are now the 
largest single cause of ma- 
ternal death, killing at least 
500 American women a year. 
One economic aspect of the 
problem is that “therapeutic”’ 
abortions tend to be the priv- 
ilege of the well-to-do. A New 
York City study showed one 
abortion for every 400 deliver- 
ies being performed on private 
patients in voluntary hospitals. 
In wards where poor patients 
are treated, however, the 
ratio is 1 to 1,400. 


.. .A convention of distill- 
ers was told recently that per 
capita alcoholic consumption 
has steadily declined in the 
United States from.3.2 gallons 
in 1860 to two gallons during 
Prohibition to 1.5 gallons in 
1965. Schenley vice president, 
‘Bernard Goldberg made this 
assertion in an address to a 
convention of distillers in 
Miami Beach (Newsweek, 
Nov. 14, 1966 issue). If ac- 
curate, and taking population 
growth into account, this 


= 


= 


4 


would mean that more people 4 


are drinking today—but drink- 
ing less. mo 


. . -Teenagers have .a total 
buying power of some $15, 
000,000,000 a year, according 
to Changing Times, (Nov. 
1966). They also have a direct 
influence on  $30,000,000,000 
more in purchases. 


. Suicide is the second 
leading cause of death among 
college students, according to 
Bernard Gavzer. Among those 
aged 15 to 19 it is the number 
3 cause of death. Each day 
nearly three adolescents com- 
mit suicide, and some experts 
believe the true figure may be 
5,000 per year (The Nashville 
Tennessean, Nov. 6, 1966). .. 


. . -“‘Segregation is a worse 
sin than fornication’—Canon 
Bryan Green, rector of Birm- 
ingham, England, addressing 
a press conference ih Roa- 
noke, Virginia, (Roanoke! 
Times, October 27, 1966). : 


Calendar of Prayer 
(This list is not compiled 
according to hirthdays.) 
December 26 — Bernard B. 
Blackwell; Mississippi Col- 
lege faculty; Hattie John- 
son, Baptist Book Store. 
December 27 — Charies Ever- 
itt, supt. of missions, Pearl 
River - Lamar Counties; 
Leon B. Young, supt. of mis- 
sions, Lauderdale County. 
December 28 — Mrs. Alice 
Stogner, Children's Village 
staff; Mary Elizabeth Bolls, 
Children’s Village staff. 


* December 29—Harold B. Har- 


ris, Jr., Baptist student di- 
rector, East Mississippi Jr. 
College. 

December 30 — Mrs. E. H. 
Dannacher, Baptist Build- 
ing; Leon Emery, Baptist 
headquarters. 

December 31 — Joanne 
Kneitel, staff, Clarke Col- 
lege; Betty Price, staff, 
Blue Mountain College. 

January 1—Josephine D'Arpa, 
faculty, Wm. Carey College; 
Mrs. Alpha Humble, medi- 
cal - surgical instructor, Gil- 
foy School of Nursing. 


Lucky One 
I MUST tell you. I’m the 
kind of a person, ..if‘it were 
raining soup. I'd be standing 
there with a fork. 


The Baptist Record 
Joe T. Odle Editor 


Joe Abrams Associate Editor 
Anne McWilliams Ed. Asst. 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
prship services and in Christmas fellow- 
ip gatherings. 
_ _ Paradox of Christianity 

This is the paradox of Christianity. This 
the crisis of modern missions in which 
pngs the apparent choice of failure accord- 
g to the world’s standards—or Spiritual 
ctory as measured by God’s plumb line. 
p it has ever been, For he was born, mpt in 
palace, but in a manger stall. He ght 
ot His own glory but that of the one~who 
ent Him. His answer to those disappointed 
ly lack of earthly grandeur and_to Pilot’s 
parching query was, ‘‘My Kingdom is not 
f this world.” He asked not for ritual but 
br worship in Spirit and in truth. As a herald 
efore Him came a plain, humble man 


rossroads of humanity, cutting across ac- 
lepted piety in a call to repentance, in a 
lea to prepare for His coming. The words 
alled not for lights and decorations, holi- 
ays and festival—but hearts fit for His 
bode, self-effacement that across the ages 
choes with John, ‘He must increase but I 
must decrease.” It was in this spirit that 
ohn used the ageless words of the prophet 
saiah, ‘‘I am only a voice crying aloud in 
Ihe wilderness, Make the Lord’s highway 
traight, Prepare the way of the Lord.” 
Orientals have understood such prepa- 
ations for a king from time long past. 
hey showed us in Peking many years ago 
Ihe route where for centuries past new. dirt 
as spread on the long highway fromthe 
palace to the Temple of Heaven each time 
An emperor traveled the road so his feet 
ight tread only on new dirt, clean, un- 
ouched, a fit highway prepared for a king. 
_ Preparing for the King 
No less dramatically, but with proper 
odern technique, do the Thai people pre- 
pare the way for their King Phumiphol. 
ach time he goes out telephone lines from 
he palace gates notify all city traffic sta- 
ions, and blocks in advance of his car all 


Christmas 


Is Costly 


It cost Mary and Joseph the 
comforts of home during a 
long period of exile in Egypt 
to protect the little Babe. 


It cost mothers, in and 
around Bethlehem, the massa- 
cre of their babies by the 
eruel order of Herod. 


It cost the shepherds the 
complacency of their shep- 
herds’ life, with the call to 
the manger and to tell the 
good news. - q 

it cost the wise men a long 
journey and expensive gifts 
and changed lives. 

It cost the early apostles . 
and the early church perse- 
cution and sometimes death. 

It cost missionaries of the 
Christ untold suffering and 
privation to spread the good 
news, 

It cost Korean and other 
Christian martyrs in all ages 
tieir lives for Christ’s ‘sake. 

More than all this, it cost 
God the Father His own Son— 
He sent Him to the earth to 
save men. 

It cost Jesus a life of sacri- 
fice and service, a death cruel 
and unmatched in history. 

Is Christmas Too Costly? 

It is, if all that it means is 
gift exchanges. 

It is, if all that it means is 
tinsel. 

It is, if all that it means is 
the millions spent in commer- 
cialization of Christmas, © 

It is, if all that it means is 
a holiday. 

It Isn't Too Costly, . . 

If it means the hope of the 
worid. 

If it means the forgiveness 
of sin. 

If it means peace among 
men. 

If it means joyous singing! 
Does Christmas Cost 
Us Enough? 

Are you giving enough for 
Christ and world needs?—A 
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hose rugged voice rang across bleak desert . 


over the. years. This is one of 360 Currier and Ives 
collection. Photo courtesy of Nationwide Insurance. 


Lutheran Witness”) Above, spectators look and listen es 


hristmas Musing On The Birthda 


traffic must stop and pull over te the curb. 
An empty open road ahead is insured by 
police who speed ahead in jeep and motor- 
cycle with loud-speakers ‘“‘The king is com- 
ing ... make way!" “The king. . .” ‘“‘The 
king. . .” The words are taken up by the 
crowd, and this huge sprawling, pulsing city 
goes dead block by block; business stops 
momentarily, stores pty, the people 
grouped on the sidewalky and in waiting 
cars and buses are quiet ir tribute and re- 
spect. None wants to. attract notice to him- 
self—all stand back that attention may focus 
on the king. The king’s honor guards stand 
at attention. The broad empty street is open 
for the king. 

Such a spirit moved those of oriental 
Palestine who spread their garments in the 
way and laid on the worn, dusty path newly- 
cut fronds. of palms when Jesus rode into 
Jerusalem on the way to the cross. For then 
as now only humble hearts recognized Him 
as king and in simplicity did what proud 
men forgot—prepared a highway for their 
king; no new dirt spread on the way, no 


conqueror’s steed to ride, no motorcycle — 


clearance, no honor guard. Only that which 
He who came riding on the colt of an ass 


“desired more, a humble and a contrite heart. 


Why Missions? 

Christmas in a foreign land becomes a 
time of re-evaluation. Why are we in Thai- 
land? What has been accomplished of 
eternal worth? We can each say, I am a 
voice, just a small voice sounding in a mod- 
ern wilderness, discouraged often, disheart- 
ened easily, rebuffed constantly, crying— 
more often in vain—against the babel of oth- 
er voices of commercialism, diplomacy, pol- 
itics, movies, communism, Buddhism, na- 
tionalism, sin. The political situation 


around us is very uncertain. How long will 
Southeast Asia be free? How long can 
Americans work here? The amoral society 
we live in is seemingly impenetrable. Why, 
after fourteen years, can Baptists still count 
less than five hundred church mémbers in 


“THE OLD HOMESTEAD IN WINTER” is a Currier and Ives print that conveys a feeling of 
rustic charm and nostalgia. Millions of Christmas cards with this scene have beet distributed 
originals in the Nationwide Insurance 


“Give me a light to shine on city streets; give me a 

word to make men live again; give me 

hate has been; give me the grace to be a child again; give 
Christmas " 


(Adalbert R. Kretemann, in “The 


Thailand? Is this failure? 

Where are they who: prepare His way in 
today’s unreached lan@s? Who are they? 
How long will their voices be distinguish- 
able? In todays world it is not easy. B 
John’s words shake us awake! ‘What came 
you out to see? A reed shaken in the wind?” 
No! A God of power. Fourteen years and in 
Thailand a pattern emerges, the dark em- 
phasizing the clear, the defeats a step to- 
ward progress, ever the paradoxes. A 
church is emerging, young, faltering; and 
its members are they who prepare His wa 
in the uncharted areas a today’s world. 
They are here, they are in every land, they 
will remain should’ Americans eventually 
have to go. They are still few, but when in 
God’s kingdom has Strength been 
synonymous with numbers? 

The Highway for the King 

na your missionaries, a group of fifty- 
four in Thailand, as part of a joint enter- 
prise with you, are content to work beside 
them as nameless voices that attention may 
focus on the King. The specific tasks each 
of us do from day to day are relatively un- 
important to report. They are the same that 
go into the day’s routine of any who serve 
as pastors, teachers, evangelists, Christian 
doctors, nurses, student workers, editors, 
church leaders. We are working with the 
joint goal of strengthening His church in 
Thailand—making his highway straight. 

The jobs we do are not dangerous or 
glamourous — and compensations balance 
some deprivations our children may feel. 
We pretend to no great physical sacrifices 
in this day of generous freight allowances, 
comfortable homes, good medical facilities. 
Home ties are close. We often find leisure 
to play pingpong or croquet with the chil- 
dren in late afternoons on lawns ablaze with 
the color of Christmas-red bougainvillia and 
giant poinsettia. We will soon unfurl our lit- 
tle artificial Christmas tree for its twenty- 
third year in our home and add to it a living 

, one—ceiling high—taken from among the 


aga. 
Aubrey B. Haines wrote 


ductions to empty houses. 


oratorio? 


Leafing his way through the manuscript, . 


In The Heart 
It is. Christmas on the high- 
way, 
In the thronging, busy 
mart; 
But the dearest, truest Christ- 
mas ' 
Is the: Christmas jn the 
heart. 
—<Anonymous 


LOVE 


Christmas, my child, is love 
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Handel sank deeply into debt. He seemed 
a broken man in health and in spirit... 

On the night of August 24, 1741, he wan- 
dered aimiessiy through London’s streets, 
feeling in his heart bitterness, defeat, and de- 
pression. Nothing mattered to him any longer. 

Returning to his flat, in Hanover Square, 
he set about mechanically lighting the can- 
dies. Suddenly a package on his desk left by 
his librettist, caught his eye. It was a compi- 
lation of scriptural text called ‘‘Messiah’’. 

At first the composer had many misgiv- 
ings. Had Jennes, the compiler, the audacity 
to think that these words could 
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A SPIRIT-HOUSE outside a Buddist temple in Thailand. 
(Photo by Raymond L. Shelton) : 


graceful Australian Pines in our yard, 
Glenn, Jr., now a tall thirteen year old, adds _ 
the clear lovely music of his violin to the 
carols on the record player. And on Christ- 
mas day, after our family celebration at 
home, we will join with Thailand’s Chris- 
tians in one of Bangkok’s beautiful Bap- 
tist churches to celebrate Christ’s birthday 
in a simple service of worship and prayer. 
Thus they give honor on the birthday of the 
King. 


Story Of Handel's ‘Messiah’ e 


This month, the great Oratorio’s strains 
will bring a message of joy, peace, and. hope 
to millions around the world, even as it did 
to the composer, more than two hundred years 


“Many things 
were first rejected before they won popular 
acclaim. George Frederick Handel's Oratorio, 
‘The Messiah’, is a case in point.” 

For years the composer and his operas 
had been the rage of London; however, the 
public began to tire of Handel. 

He had earned a good sized fortune from 
his operas. Now he lost it by staging his pro- 


Hande] came upon a passage that caught his 
eye: “He was despised and rejected of men 
. . « He looked for someone to have pity on 
him, but there was no man; neither found he 
any to comfort him.” 

As Handel read on, he was no longer de- 
pressed, hopeless, and uninspired. He began 
to write. All night long he worked without 


tray within easy reach, he slipped quietly 
away. However, on returning, he found the 
tray untouched. 

Twenty-four days later, Handel fell across 
his bed exhausted. On his desk lay the score 
of the ‘‘Messiah"’, one of the greatest oratorios. 
ever written. Handel admitted, “Whether I 
was in my body or out of my body as I wrote, 
I know not.” 

Handel} would accept nothing for bis work. 
The proceeds of every performance given by 
Handel went to charity. He declared, “A 
miracle lifted me from the deepest desponden- 
cy; now let it be the hope of the world”, 

“The Messiah's” - benefit performances 
fostered the orphaned, fed the hungry, clothed 
the: naked, and relieved suffering more than 
any single musical production before or since 
then.—Bulléetin, First Church, Lake Charles, 
Louisiana : 


a great 


Tree 


How thmes we forget Savior’s Name. 
So many times we forget, when at our tables 


jo sit. 
We hurry through each day, 


pass 
ings that we want 
We forget what the Savior would have us do. 
~~, A » we — rang ng 
“It’s time my c you turn way, 
this has reer 


to be, 
as if you've forgotten Me.” 
Now Oh ttiow I remember Savior’s Name, 
it comes to me now so and ; 
loves us so much. 
That He will always keep us in touch. 
Now He has ped hurry: pace, 


So I have time to on face, 
3, | see such wonderfui grace. 
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MISSIONARY 
CHILD KILLED 
IN ACCIDENT 


Robin Hooper, eight - year- 
old of Rev. and Mrs. 
Dale G. Hooper, Southern 
Baptist missionaries, . 


in an automobile accident in 
East Africa. 

Others involved in the acci- 
dent are reported to be aii 
right <* 

In addition to her parents, 
who do publication work in 
Nairobi, Kenya, Robin’s sur- 
vivors include two brothers, 
Rollin, 11, and Ryan, one and 


a half, and a two-month-old 


Texas Has Biggest 
Month In Giving 


DALLAS (BP) — Missions 


the convention's Executive 
Board meeting here. 
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“ALB. CaM, Pioneer” 
HMB Leader, To 


Retire In 1967 


By Walker L. Knight 
ATLANTA (BP) — Anyway 


i 
: 
| 


Southern Baptists’ thrust into 
new areas of the United 
States, it's a milestone. 

One reason, the 65-year-old 
Georgia native is the only sec- 
retary the SBC Home Mission 
Board has had for its pioneer 
missions department. He re- 
tires from this position Jan, 
1, and will be om special as- 
signment until June 90, 1947. 
Still another reason, Cash 
can point to significant ac- 
complishments by Southern 


called out for help in start- 
ing churches. 


left the work strengthened, 
and usually formed basic 


“AND THIS SHALL BE A SIGN unto you; Ye shall find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger”-—(Luke 
2:12). Baptist Bulletin Service emphasizes the Christmas story 


“ om the cover of its Christmas edition this year. Every four, 
months approximately 13,000 churches receive bulletins from 


Baptist Bulletin Service.—BSSB photo 


Christmas 


Unlimited 


Without telling the “‘why"’ of Christmas, how wouid 
you define & to someone who has never known it? How 
would you describe it? What color is it--red and green? 
Yes, these and so many more. What does it taste like— 
fruit cake and candy, turkey and pumpkin pie, cookies and 
sweet potatoes? That doesn't begin to teil it; ali. What 


clothes. How does our Christmas feeling “ up” 
now? Would we be happy if this was ali of Christmas? Or 
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i others. Many people 
must work on Christmas, just as any 
other day. 


re homeless ev- 
ery ot ee Oa 
al of 

ene cleae in ta = 
feterias of and munch 
big I oh Ry Td 
‘ \enstiness" 4 

mas often as weil, 
ay tg 
comes to pass. 


ui 
a 
4 
ile 


? 


Ft 


"2 
ii 
a. 


ie 


Macedonia Holds 
Choir Clinic 
Macedonia Church of New 
Choctaw Association had 4 
Choir Clinic during the week 
of December 5-9. Dr. Edwin 
McNeely of Newton led in the 


clinic. Average attendance 
was 37. 


lent job, and the church mem- 
bers enjoyed it. They are 
planning a similar school in 
the spring,” states Rev. Clay 
Gibson, pastor. 


By Mavis Pate 
to East Pakistan 
in Pakistan. is 
Different. 

If you stood at a door in 
East Pakistan on Christmas 
morning, what would you see? 

At a Muslim home (the vast 
majority of all homes in Pak- 
istan): Even here, December 
25 is not an ordinary day, for 
it is a holiday to commemo- 
rate the birth of Mohammed 
Ali Jinnah, “Father of the 
Nation.” Baba (father) is 
home, free from work today. 
At’noon he will go to the 
mosque for prayer and in the 
afternoon, to the stadium to 
hear speeches. 


At a Muslim  convert’s 


~ home: Elias looks at his wife 


and nine-month-old son with 
some uneasiness. “His fa- 
ther, a Muslim teacher, and 
brother have been dropping 
in frequently of late. They 
openly express the feeling 
that the baby belongs with 
them in a Muslim home and 
that they consider it their 
duty to take him there. 
Christmas gifts in 
Elias’ household are a new 
sari for the wife (a recently 
baptized Christian), a vivid 
green suit for the baby, and 
Elias’ own dazzling white 
Punjabi outfit. At 9:00 a. m. 
Elias will direct the opening 
of a special Christmas wor- 
ship service. He is the assist- 
ant pastor of Immanuel Bap- 
tist Church, in Dacca. 
At a Hindu convert's home: 
In this one-roon rented house 
with thatch walls, there are 


| three crepe paper decorations 


and a beautiful calendar pic- 
ture of Christ in the spot of 
honor. The four children are 
proudly dressed in this year's 
clothes. Eleven- 


church, where he is custodian 


L 
f 
: 


tian, he has made arrange- 
ments for the love feast which 
will follow the worship serv- 
ice. He will stand by with a 
gracious and confident 
smile, ready to help any and 
ali. The opportunity to wor- 
ship his Saviour, a day to 
spend with his family, a few 
new clothes, the love feast— 
this is a good Christmas 

At a third-generation Chris. 
Uan's home: Though meager. 
ly furnished, this is a man- 
sion for him and his bride of 
six months. Twisted crepe 


prayer, to prepare for this 
Christmas Day — his first 

as 8 pastor. He 
will preach Christ dynamical- 
ly, as always. During the past 
year he completed law exam- 


Philippines. 5 

At a Baptist church: Color- 
ful and sparkling saris dec- 
orate the women’s side of the 
building, and their glow is re- 
flected by the predominant 
white of the men’s garb. 
Men, women, affd .ehildren, 
having left their shoes at the 
door, sit gracefully and com- 
fortably on straw mats. Crepe 
Paper decorations hang from 
every available spot, and may 
adorn the building for months 
to come. 

Every night during the past 
week the young people of the 
church met at a different 
home for a kirtone (hymn 
sing) and fellowship. Last 
gvening, just at dark, there 
“was pageantry and inspiration 
in a candle-lighting ceremony. 
All the boys and girls brought 
candles, set them aglow from 
“the Master’s light,” and 
placed them around the hand- 


‘beggarman appeared with 
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Christian families with their 
singing of “Hark! The Heraid 
Angels Sing" and “O Come, 
All Ye Faithful” and many 
carols unknown to Ameri- 
eans. Now there is the 
worship service, and as soon 


as it is over the congregation: 


will go to the mission house 
-lawn for the love feast of 
chicken curry, rice, and a 
sweet. This is the fellowship 
highlight of the church year 
(for most of the participants, a 
food highlight also). Later, 
students from the Baptist Mis- 
sion Industrial Schoo! in 
Faridpur will give a Christmas 
drama. : 

At a missionary home: The 
observance of Christmas 
started some time ago. There 
~were holiday parties for the 
pastor _ and his wife, some 
nursing .and medical students 
{including a Muslim), mis- 
sionaries, and others. Prob- 
ably the best activity of all 
was sewing scraps of material 
for some unsuspecting little 
girl's Christmas attire or im- 
provising decorations—things 
like the jingle tree of tin can 
lids that fascinated neighbor 
children while in the making 
and now attracts the atten- 
tion of many who pass the 
front gate. 

The wonderfully packable 
aluminum Christmas tree, a 
touch of home, glistens above 
the fold-up manger scene like 
80 many stars over Bethle- 
hem. 

In a moment we will leave 
for church. With the crisp, 
sweater - sleeve weather, the 
recorded Christmas carols in 
the air, the tree — is this 
America or Pa , 

In some ways, Christmas 
in Pakistan is the same! 

And in the heart of Chris- 
tians everywhere, there is the 
same peace, joy, and good- 
will, 


Pakistani Christmas _, 


“EVERYWHERE, EVERY- 
WHERE, CHRISTMAS TO-. 
NIGHT” — The artist who 
painted “Boy and Star” is 
Miss Doelia Castro, an illus- 
trator for Methopress in Ar. 
gentina. 


Southwestern To 
Change Name In 


Basic Degree 

FORT WORTH (BP) — 
Southern Baptists’ larg- 
est seminary will change the 
name of its basic theological 
degree, the Bachelor of Divin- 
ity, to the Master of Divinity 
@egree beginning with the 
fall semester in 1967. 

The trustees of Southwest- 
ern Seminary here voted the 
shift in nomenciature in keep- 
ing with a trend within the 
American. Association of 
Theological Schools. 

The Master of Theology de- 
gree (Th.M.) wili be contin- 
ued and seminary work done 
on the Th.M. will be credited 
toward the Doctor of Theolo- 
gy (Th.D.) if the student is 
later approved for doctoral 
study. 

In other action the trustees 
acknowledged the resignation 
of Yandall Woodfin professor 
of theology, who will become 
@ professor in January at the 
International Baptist Semi- 
nary, Ruschiikon, Switzerland 


Beacon Street To Light Steeple 
When Lottie Moon Goal Reached 


church steeple. At their busi- 
ness meeting Sunday night, it 
was voted to install the ligit- 
ing but to wait unti) the goal 
of $425.00 is reached to turn 
on the ewitch, Upon reaching 
that goal, the person who con- 
tributes the final amount need- 
ed, will be allowed to throw 
the switch that places the 
lighting systern into operation. 

The pastor is Rev. H. 8. 
Rogers. , 


Meet Some Of Our 
Associational Music Directors 
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FMB Approves 


Funds For Flood 
Victims In Italy 


The Foreign Mission Board 
in its December meeting ap- 
propriated $2,000 to help the 
victims of the floods that de- 
vastated northern Italy in No- 
vember. 

In Florence, city hardest 
hit by the disaster, eight Bap- 
tist families lost all or most 
of their possessions and oth- 
ers suffered less severe 
losses. Water rose about sev- 
en feet in the ground-floor au- 
ditorium of the Baptist 
church there, doing damage 
estimated at. $8,000. 

Baptists in Grosseto, on the 
west coast between Rome and 


Leghorn, also suffered heavy : 


property loss. Dr. Benjamin 
R. Lawton, Southern Baptist 
missionary, reported in an 
European Baptist Press Serv- 
ice release that many Baptist 
families in Grosseto, along 
with their fellow ‘ townsmen, 
lost all they possessed of 
commercial value, including 
stock in stores and cattle on 
farms. 

The Baptist church building 
at Grosseto was not harmed, 
but the pastor's apartment 
sustained quite a bit of dam- 
age. 

Thus far, no flood damage 
has been reported from the 
Baptist churches around 
Venice, but continuing rains 
have caused concern for that 
area, 


Georgia Baptist 
SpecialConvention 
Idea Is Delayed 


ATLANTA, Ga. (BP)—A re- 
quest for a called session of 
the Georgia Baptist Conven- 
tion to consider ‘‘the future 
financing of Christian educa- 
tion in Georgia Baptist col- 
leges" has been delayed for 
further study by the Execu- 
tive Committee of the conven- 
tion. 

The request had come from 
the board of trustees at Mer- 
cer University, which asked 
the Executive Committee to 
appoint a laymen . pastor 
study committee to study the 
financial problems of Georgia 
Baptist schools and report its 
findings at a special called 
session of the convention. 

The Executive Committee 
discussed Mercer's request at 
length, along with memorials 
from two Georgia Baptist 
churches about special ‘over 
and above’ financial cam- 
paigns for Christian higher 


and the convention's capital 
improvements and endow- 
ment program as vehicles for 
financing Christian education 
without special appeals. 

But none of the proposals 
was adopted. The entire mat- 
ter was referred to the ad- 
ministration and education 
committees for further study, 
with a request for recommen- 
dations at the next Executive 


Committee meeting in March. 


The annual session of the 
Georgia Baptist Conven- 
tion, meeting in Columbus in 
November, had voted by a 
two-to-one margin against al- 
lowing its colleges to accept 
federal loans. 

Mercer was seeking approv- 
al for a $500,000 government 


ter and Norman Junior Col- 
lege wanted to bortow $300,- 
000 from federal funds to 
erect a new library, 
Mercer trustees have since 
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HIS UNSPEAKABLE GIFT 


“THANKS be unto God for his unspeakable gift.” (2 Cor. 9:15) 
This gift is available on Christmas Day and every day of the 
year. (Home Mission Board photo, by Tom Baker, artist) 


Christmas Giving 
Gift-giving that becomes a 
burden loses significance. 
Giving should be a joyous 
and spontaneous act of love. 
One very busy man gives 
checks, be cause he says, 
“Christmas crowd frustrate 
me and I waste hours trying 
to make decisions; but I love 
giving nice, clean, efficient 
checks.’’ However, he does 
not hand out cold, prosaic 
ones emblazoned with his 
firm's name; nor does he re- 
sort to a flourish of holly and 
mistletoe. He has special ones 
printed which carry a short 
Biblical quotation. He uses 
oniy enough of the quotation 
to arouse the recipient’s curi- 
osity.-One year his checks 
read: ‘Every man according 
as he purposeth in his heart 
- + (I Corinthians 9:7). 
Other years he has used: 
“But the fruit of the Spirit 
is love. . . .(Galatians 5:22); 
. This gentleman says it 
is most gratifying when, 
weeks later, someone will say 
to him, “That quote! I sim- 
ply had to look it up to find 
out the rest of it—and, you 
know, I got to reading the Bi- 
ble.” Irene McDermott, 
“The Value of Gifts,’’ Science 
of Mind, 12:64, printed in 
Quote 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON~ 


Born This Day... A Saviour 


By Clifton J. Allen 

Luke 2:1-46 
The announcement to the 
virgin Mary, by the angel 
Gabriel, that she would be- 
me come the 
mother of the 
*Messiah 
y seemed an 
im pos s i- 
bility. Though 
bethrothed to 
Joseph, she 
was unmar- 
ried. We learn 
from Mat- 
thew’s Gospel that Joseph 
obeyed the instruction of the 
angel of the Lord and took 
“Mary as his wife to shield and 
protect her in keeping with the 
purpose of God. The child con- 
ceived by the Holy Spirit was 
thus born in fulfilment of 
*»God's promise to redeem his 
people. The incarnation is the 

miracle of the ages. 

The Lesson Explained 
Jesus’ Birth 

Luke locates the exact time 
of Jesus’ birth. He records his- 
torical details to emphasize 
the facts related to this time- 
“less event. These facts in sec- 
ular history have been con- 


Missionary Operates Ham Radio 


By Sammy Simpson, 
.Missionary, Casilla 503, 
Quito, Ecuador 
WA4PXR, WA4PXR—HCISX, 


sound a round our house for 
the past year; and it differed 
only in the last call letters for 


as foreign missionaries with 
the Southern Baptist Conven- 


‘Tennessee, for 


browsing through* Ama- 
teur Radio periodicals and 
talking to other ham friends 
before I decided upon the used 
equipment that I would be able 
to afford, After we were ap- 
pointed: in: April, 1964, I ob- 
tained my ham equipment by 
“horse - trading,” literally 
trading everything my - wife 
would let me trade, before 
going to language study in 
San Jose, Costa Rica. 

A short while after we ar- 
rived in Costa Rica,-1 was 
able to acquire my radio li- 
cense and began to operate 
my station. Our family was 
thrilled as distance dimin- 
ished and we were able to 


Mrs. G. T. Tindle 


Joins Staff 
At Meadville 


State College, Cleveland. 
Rev, Milton Williams 
Meadville pastor. 


talk across the miles, allow. 
ing grandparents to talk to 
our children without any prob- 
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are some other incidents that 
have made us increasingly 
grateful to God for ham ra- 
dio. 


A fellow missionary, Charlie 
Westbrook, LUIDTJ, in’ Tan- 
dil, Argentina, had a friend 
who had a severe aye infec- 
tion that was rapidly impair- 
ing his sight and he was un- 
able to obtain the necessary 
medicines. Immediately 
Charlie taiked to Dr. Don 
Wennerberg, an optometrist, 
and told him of the need. Dr. 
Ww obtained the 
drugs sent them to Char- 
lie by air in only a few days. 
If this had been handled by 
mail, it would have taken sev- 
eral weeks at least. 


Jim Bartley, CX9BA, in 
Montevideo, Uruguay, up- 
on learning of a serious car 
accident in which fellow mis- 
sionatiés, the Robert Car- 
lisles, were involved, contact- 


fessors 

sissippi State University, 
Starkville, 
through Ray Roach, thus get- 


i 


the late, very special radio 
' friend of -ours and a Baptist 
deacon, Walter Woody, 
WS5EIL. The pastor, Mack 
Rutledge, and Walt worked 
out the details in ad- 
vance, Brother Rutledge 


wrote and gave us a list of 


questions which he would ask 
on the radio. Then he was 
able to get the Southern Bell 
Telephone Co. to connect the 
PA system of the church to 
the telephone so the entire 
congregation could hear the 
conversation. Then we pro- 
ceeded with a persona) con- 
tact with the congregation. 
More and more interest is 


Mississippi, ~ 


Fall 


firmed by competent re- 
search. Putting these facts 
and many others—in various 
passages—together, we learn 
that Jesus’ birth occurred 
about 5 or-6 B. C. In keeping 
with the custom of the Jews, 
everyone went to the city of 
his family or tribe to be en- 
rolled in the census. Joseph 
and Mary thus went to Bethle- 
hem. 
Good News f 
Merses 8-14 

The good news of Jesus’ 
birth never grows old for those 
who are spiritually sensitive to 
the sublime grandeur of God's 
wondrous ways and works. An 
angel of the Lord, in a blaze 
of the glory of the Lord, ap- 
peared to the shepherds. No 
wonder they became 
frightened. But the angel 
calmed their fears and an- 
nounced ‘‘good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all peo- 
ple.” The good news was the 
fact that a Saviour had come, ° 
“which is Christ the Lord.” 
The word “Saviour” empha- 
sized Jesus’ saving mission. 
Wondrous Beauty 
Verses 15-20 

With the recession of the an- 
gels into heaven, the shep- 
herds resolved to go immedi- 
ately to Bethlehem and see th 
marvelous thing which the 
Lord had made known to 


“them. They found Mary and — 


Joseph, and they found “the 
babe lying in a manger.” 
Then in joy” they began to 
make known the word which 
had been spoken to them 
about Jesus. Their wonderful 
story occasioned wonder on 
the part of those who heard it. 
Mary pondefed the meaning 
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of the things they said and 
treasured these meanings in 
‘her heart. 

There was, indeed, reality 
in the birth of Jesus. Some- 
thing happened! Something 
happened of so great signif- 
jeance that there was an- 
nouncement by a messenger 
sent from heaven, a mi- 
raculous manifestation of light 
to attest it, and an anthem by 
a heavenly choir to interpret 
it. Something happened that 
marked a point in history and 
affected the destiny of man- 
kind. The world has never 
been the same since that won- 
drous event in Bethlehem on 
that holy night when Christ 
the Saviour was born. 

Truths to Live By 

Jesus Christ is the world’s 
Saviour.—There is the great- 
est danger that this sub- 
lime truth will become too fa- 
miliar to us. We will take it 
for granted. It will seem com- 
monplace. We may become so 
preoccupied with personal 
concerns—even intoxicated by 
the love of pileasure—that we 
become dull of hearing the 
good news. We need a new 
awareness and a fresh convic- 
tion about Christ as the 
world’s Saviour. There is no 
other Saviour, no other way of 
eternal salvation. : 

The birth of Jesus means 
that God is with us.—His bi 
brought God down to man’ 
level, that man might see God 
as a living person, as perfect 
love and righteousness, as 
faithful friend. It meant that 
God's love reaches to the point 
of willingness to. be involved 
in the sins and sorrows and 
conflicts and sufferings of hu- 
manity. God is with us, and he 
rightly deserves our adore- 
tion and our devotion; and he 
rightly deserves our adoration 
and our devotion; and he 
wants supremely our love and 


church has also added a new, 
brick, twostory educational . 
building upon which the total 
debt is now less than $2,000. 
Rev. and Mrs. Revell have 
both been active in the asso- 
rational work of Pontotoc 
County. She has served for 
two and one-half years as 
youth director of the associa- 
tion, He is serving his fourth 
term as Chairman of Evange- 
lism and his second term as 
trustee of the Mississippi Bap- 
tist Seminary. He also serves 
as president of the Pontotoc 
County Baptist Pastors’ Con- 
ference. 


* 


The Golden Rule 


For most of us it can be a 
Happy Christmas if by hap- 
piness we mean that we have 
done with doubts, that we 
have set our hearts against 
fear, that we still believe in 
the Golden Rule for all man- 
kind.—Franklin 


( ) Send Further information on ( ) Savings ( ) Bonds 


Why not send 
Christmas gift 


a year around 
to your service 


men and women? 


Every person with the 
armed forces in Vietnam 
needs news from home. 


Do YOU have someone in 
service in Vietnam, or 
elsewhere? 


Why not send them the 


: Baptist Record to provide 
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WHAT THEY SAY— 


regular church news from | 
Mississippi and around the 
world? 


“I would like to thank you for sending me the 
Baptist Record. It really gives me a thrill to know 
that the people back home remember the men who 
have gone in the service,” 


USS Wasp 


Record. Every issue is a welcome . 


Vietnam 


Ask your church to add your service man's name | 


to the Every Family Plan. The church will pay for | 


the paper at the same rate it pays for yours. 
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THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING of Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Ruschlikon-Zurich, Switzerland, forms the backdrop 
of a video-taped interview between Dr. Paul Stevens, left, 
Executive Director of the Radio-Television Commission, and 
Dr. John D. W. Watts, president of the Seminary. Ruschlikon 
is just outside Zurich. The seven-acre campus overlooks 
beautiful Lake Zurich. The interview documentary was telecast 
o# THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST HOUR, Sunday, December 18, 
at 12:30 p.m., EST, on NBC. 


CONSTRUCTION BEGINS—President W. L. Compere is shown 
presiding at brief ceremonies marking the beginning of work 
on the Fine Arts Building on the campus of Clarke College, 
December 15. The structure will have 13,000 feet of floor space 
and will cost well above $200,000. Completion will require six 
months or more. The large crowd of students, college official 
personnel and visitors stood directly in front (south) of Dr. 
Compere and are not shown in the picture. The group, a part 
of which is shown, te Dr. Compere’s left (east) was the choir 
for the occasion. 


LEAF RAKING HAS NEW MEANING for Clarke College stu- 
dents who raked to give to the Christmas offering for foreign 
missions. Goal for the college community is $2,467, and half 
the goal was reported on December 6. From left are: Terry 
Newman, Memphis, Tenn.; Joyce Fouts, Delaware, 0.; Gail 
Hull, Selma, Ala.; Mike Blackmon, Baton Rouge, La.; James 
Reed, Columbus; Ricky Clough, Bascom, Fla.; lower right is 
little Mike Vaughn, younger son of Prof. and: Mrs. Victor R. 
Vaughn, who had.an active part in the leaf raking. Earnings 
from work on jobs by the students have accounted for ap- 
Smee” $150, of the total goal for the college community 
of $2,467. 
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Thurs., December 22, 1966. 


BAPTIST WORK SPREADS ALONG LAKE TANGANYIKA 


le Lake Tanganyika was beau- 


tifully calm at six o’clock on 
a Sunday morning. The twin 
outboard motors of Wajumbe 
(Ambassador), a 17 - foot 
jaunch given by Baptist boys 
in Tennessee, were working 
perfectly. Southern Bap- 
tist Missionary Carlos R. Ow- 
ens was off to visit a lake 
village 35 miles north of his 
home station, Kigoma, Tan- 
zania. 

He was going by invitation. 
Twenty-two of the villagers 
had signed a statement that 
they wanted a Baptist witness 
in their town. Three had come 
as envoys to Mr. Qwens. Now 
the date set for his first visit - 
had come. : 


Off The 
Recora. 


In a surprising number of 
cases there is no essential 
difference between the head 
of a city business and a farm- 
er. Here is what an investiga- 
tor for the Anti-Poverty Com- 
mission discovered. He went 
into the country to check re- 
ports that a farmer was pay- 
ing his help below standard 
wages. He was introduced to 
all of the hired hands. 

“This here is Gordon,” said 
the farmer. “‘He milks the 
cows and works in the fields 
and he gets $45 a week. 

“This is Billy Joe, the oth®r 
hired man. He works in the 
fields and tends the stock and 
he gets $40 a week. — 

“‘And this young lady is‘Sue 
Ann. She ‘cooks and keeps 
house and she gets $30 a 
week, room, and board.” 

“Fair enough so far,”’ said 
the inspector, ‘‘Is there any 
one else?”’ 

“Only the half - wit,’ an- 
swered the farmer. ‘‘He gets 
$10 a week, tobacco, room, 

“Aha,” said the inspector, 
“I'd like to speak to him.” 

“You're talking to him right 
now,” replied the farmer. 

—The Curtis Courier 
Customer serVice 

LAUNDRY sign: ‘We do 
not tear your laundry with 
machinery. We do it by 
hand.”’ 


He cruised up the lake, 
Stopped once to pick up 
a Baptist pastar who had rela- 
tives in the village, and at 
9:30 reached his destination. 
On a beautiful beach, shaded 
here and there by nut palms, 
100 people waited—the 22 men 
who had signed the petition, 
their families, and others who 
turned out just to admire the 
sleek white boat. 

Across the beach, in the 
shade of a huge mango tree, 
a meeting area had been ar- 
ranged, with a little table, 
some handmade chairs and 
stools, and tree trunks and 
an overturned dugout canoe 
provided a few more seats. 

Those who had invited the 


missionary found places 
there, and a governm of- 
ficiai began to question | the 
Baptist representatives (it is 
necessary to obtain govern- 
mental approvai for any new 
church work). At one point 
the official read aloud for 
nearly 20 minutes from a 
booklet on Baptist beliefs, 
from time to time pausing 
and looking at the crowd and 
nodding in approval of what 
he had read. Then others 
asked questions. 

After two hours of discus- 
sion, the villagers drew to- 
gether and conversed in their 
local dialect, which the mis- 
sionary could not understand. 
Then they announced they 


THE FIR TREE 


While the fir has long been 
a Yuletide symbol, early 
Christmas trees hore no 
lights. Martin Luther began 
the custom around 1530. Walk- 
ing in the forest one night, Lu- 
ther became so impressed 


with the beauty of the stars 
twinkling among the trees, 
that he went home and hung 
candles on a small fir so that 
he might share the experience 
with his children. 


NAMED “MOST OUTSTAND- 
ING ALUMNUS OF THE 
YEAR” at William Carey 
College’s Homecoming Day, 
Saturday, December 3, was 
Miss May Detherage, class of 
°32. Shown admiring her tro. 
phy with her is Carey 1966 
Alunini president Dr. Elvin E. 
Smith of Jackson. Miss Deth- 
erage, manager of the Bap- 
tist Book Store in New Or- 
Jeans, is the author of a re- 
cently released book, SUN- 
RISE TO STARLIGHT. 


700 In Venezuela 


Profess: Christ 


A brujo — practitioner of 
witchcraft—in Santa Barbara, 
Venezuela, has closed his 
shop, in the neighborhood of 
the Baptist church. No more 
spells and potions for him. He 
has put his trust in Christ. 

The brujo is among more 
than 700 persons throughout 
Venezuela who professed faith 
in Christ during an evange- 
listic crusade in 21 Baptist 
churches, October 16-Novem- 
ber 6. 

The converts include a U.S. 
Peace Corpsman who was led 
to Christ through the preach- 
ing of a guest evangelist from 
Chile. 


Translator Denied 


‘Nigerian Visa 


‘CAPETOWN (EP)—A South 

African missionary and lin- 
guist for the Wycliffe Bible 
Translators of the U.S. has 
been denied a visa to go to 
Nigeria for a Bible transla- 
tion project. 

Keith Forster, a 27-year-old 
layman, said his request for 
@ visa was turned down by 
government officials. He 
planned to stay in Nigeria for 
a number of years to trans- 
late the New Testament into 
one of that nation’s several 
tribal tongues. He will seek a 
visa instead for New Guinea 
or Colombia. 


Names In The News 


Rev. and Mrs. J. T. Har- 
vill, missionaries to Mexico, 
returned to the States in ear- 
ly December on medital 
leave. They may be ad- 
dressed, c-o Mrs. W. W. 
Crum, Humphrey, Ark, Mr. 
and Mrs. Harvili are natives 
of Humphrey; she is the for- 
mer Catherine Crum. When 
they were appointed mission- 
aries in 1961 he was pastor 


of Lonoke (Ark.) Baptist 
Chufch. 
Rev. and Mrs. John A. 


Parker, missionaries, planned 
to fly to Chile December 9, 
following furlough in the 
States. They may be ad- 
dressed at Casilla 9796, Santi- 
ago, Chile. He is a native of 
Lucedale, Miss.; she, the for- 
mer Ruby Hayden, is a na- 
tive of Pickton, Tex. They 
were appointed missionaries 
in 1942. At that time he was 
pastor of a church in Pound, 
Va. 


Missionary Harold A. Ra- 
ley was the main speaker at 
the William Carey College 
Chapel hour Thursday, Dec. 
8, at 10:00 A.M. Raley is 
treasurer of the Taiwan Bap- 
tist Mission (administrative 
unit of missionaries). He also 
serves as pastor of True Light— 
Baptist Church, Taipei, and 
has charge of the Baptist con- 
ference grounds at Grass 
Mountain, ‘about five miles 
from Taipei. He is married 
to the former Frances Bibb of’ 
Drew, Mississippi. They have 


four children. 


has 
moved from Kyoto to 
Fukuoka, Japan, where she 


Fukuoka, Japan. Born in East 


Rev. and Mrs. James P. 
Gilbert, missionaries who are 
opening new work in Ecua- 
dor’s El Oro Province, may 
now be addressed at Casilla 
27, Machala, Ecuador. Son of 
a Baptist minister, he was 
born in Marion County, Missis- 
sippi, and lived in Mississippi, 
Louisiana, and Alabama dur- 
ing childhood; she, the former 
Dorothy Smith, daughter of a 
Baptist minister, was born in 
Memphis, Tenn., and lived in 
Tennesseé and Mississippi 
while growing up. When they 
were appointed missionaries 
in 1957 he was pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Clara, Miss. 
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Mrs. Elma Lois McKinstry 
of the Blue«Mountain College 
faculty has recently accept- 
€d appdintment to the Missis- 
sippi_ English Commission. 


The general purpose of the 


Commission, originally ap- 
pointed by the association of 
colleges, is strengthening 


Engtish instruction in the col- 
leges and secondary schools 
of the state. 


Two Mississippi students at- 
tending Louisiana State Uni- 
versity have been named to 
the Freshman Baptist Stu- 
dent Union Council of LSU. 
They are Susan Hyatt, daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Ed Hyatt 
of First Church, Biloxi, and 
Billy Tom Fancher, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. K. Fancher, 
Jr., of First Church, Colum- 
bus. Miss Hyatt is serving as 
enlistment chairman and 
Fancher is music chairman. 
BSU Director is Frank Hor- 
ton, a native of Drew. 


RELIGIOUS REMARKABLES — By Scheel 
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wanted to be Baptists, and 
they asked for instruction and 
heip in starting a church. 

‘The crowd grew to more 
than 200 when Mr. Owens and 
his pastor friend departed. 
A local leader, the last to bid 
them good-bye, said, “We 
thank you for coming. Surely 
you are doing God's work, and 
we like that for our village." 


home. 7 

“We still must write some 
letters and get approval from 
sundry government offices be- 
fore we can proceed,” says 
Mr. Owens. ‘“‘But the wheels 
are rolling. I am confident 
those 22 people have commit- 
ted their hearts and lives to 
Christ. In time, we'll have a 
church in that village, win- 


' fore in this gift we see the hope of the 
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Then Wajumbe headed for ning others to him.” . 


DEVOTIONAL— 


“Come, Let Us Adore Him” 


By James L. Terpo, Supt. of Missions, Panola County 


Matthew 2:1-12 : 

The birth of Christ means different things to different 
people. Many try to see Jesus in beautifully wrapped pack- 
ages under the Christmas tree. Children wish to see Him in 
the toys they receive. Others try to find 
their meaning of Jesus’ birth in dropping a 
few coins into an offering plate to provide a 
gift or food for some iess fortunate family. 
Then there are those who try to find meaning 
in the music that fills the air during the 
Christmas season. Perhaps all of these have 
some meaning and worth. However, the Chris- 
tian will look upon the birth of Jesus with 
a ] more interest and concern. We see God’s love 

reaching out to us in the birth of His only 
begotten Son. Therefore, it is only appropriate for the Chris- 
tian to give his best to the Lord in service. 

The reaction of the Magi on seeing Jesus was an atti- 
tude of worship, they ‘‘fell down, and worshipped him. . .’”’ 
Then opening their treasures, they presented the choicest 
gift for Him who was ‘“‘born King of the Jews.’’ But Jesus 
became their King also. Surely such a choice gift must 
represent the stewardship of . as God would require our 

gi 


best in. His service. 

The second gift that they offered was frankincense, long 
a symbo) of prayer. The ad made contact with God 
through His Son, Jesus. L. on, in Jesus' ministry, He was 
to say ‘“‘no man cometh untb the Father but by me.” There- 

promised Saviour ful- 
filled. a : 

The third gift the Magi offered was myrth, said to be 
used as a salve in healing and also in the preparation of 
bodies for burial. It is also believed to be a symbol of suf- 
fering. This being true, Jesus came to suffer as our sin bearer. 
So in all three of the gifts we see symbols of God's plan to 
provide redemption through Jesus. 

What a wonderful day it would be for all of us if this 
year we would honor our Saviour as ‘King of kings and 
Lord of lords.’” We can also be good stewards of Christ by 
sharing Him with a needy worid. Surely all of us could 
say with Charles Wesley in the hymn: 


“Hail, thou long expected Jesus, 

Born to set Thy people free: 

From our sins and fears release us; 
Let us find our rest in Thee. ve 
Asrael’s strength and consolation, * 
Hope of ali the saints Thou art; 

Long desired of ev'ry nation, 

Joy of ev'ry waiting heart.” 


Kreole, First, Breaks Ceouad 


On Sunday, November 20, 
Kreole, First Church, Jack- 
son Association, had a 
groundbreaking service fol- 
lowed with dinner on the 
grounds. This is the continu- 
ation of a project that started 
one year ago with the 
purchase of an eight-acre site 
on Kreole Avenue. 

A complete church struc- 
ture will be built on this new 
site with a floor space of 11000 
sq. ft. The new $136,000 plant 
is designed to care for 400 in 


180. A long-range building 
pian that will care for 800 
people has been adopted. The 
Kreole community is now a 
part of the fast growing city 
of Moss Point. Rev. Joe 
Blackwell is in his third year 
as ‘pastor of the church. 


study and training. Churches In 
A home already located on 
the new property is now be- The News 
ing used as a pastorium. The 
congregation has also voted Liberty Church, Winston As- 


to change the name of the 
church to the Kreole Avenue 
Church. Louis Clay, a mem- 
ber of the church will super- 


mon; Rev. J, W. Nolen, pas- 
_tor of Evergreen Church, 
gave the charge to the dea- 
cons; and Rev. I. G. Smith, 


bers of the Building Commit- pastor of 1 Church led 
tee, along with the pastor and: .the prayer. Rev. 
members bf the congregation. M. H. Waltmon’ is pastor at, 
They are, from left to right, Liberty, 


Dunn, Earl Garrison, Wessley 
Bush, and Mrs. A. J. Moody, 
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